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It was left for me to attend CG as no one else seemed to
have time to go. I wanted to make sure that our Area was
represented and we did not miss out on anything. I had
to go by car to Bangor as the trains were not running on
Sunday making it difficult to get back, luckily it is quite

close and an pleasant drive. I arrived in rain on the Saturday, so
I decided to miss the walk and have coffee and mingle until
2pm when everything started.

We started with the General Meeting; the usual business;
approval of minutes, reports from last year’s motions, what
had been done and future strategic planning.

Vanessa Griffiths the new CEO now has young energetic,
new group of mainly women to work on our problems. The first
is to stop RA getting below 100,000 members; they want to
maintain the RA as the main walkers’ charity especially as 9
million people go walking, with such a large number of people
walking it is difficult to understand why people do not protect
their access by belonging to the charity. Laura Scarlett was
introduced as a new person who is able to collect and use data
to grow organisations. A new IT system is to be set up, to run
programmes to find out what people want and direct the
organisation in the right way. Everyone pricked up their ears at
this, but wanted to know how this would fit in with the new
Data Protection Act. We were reassured that it would comply.

There were the hustings to elect a new Board of Trustees,
Des Garaghan is now stepping down and Kate Ashbrook is to
be the new Chair, I voted for Peter Rookes who came to our
AGM, he seemed the most qualified and enthusiastic.

He got on.

There was the Treasurer’s Report, for once not in the red?
They have now paid up on staff pensions, with discussions
about how well we are doing. We are also getting some money
from the Post-Code Lottery Fund.

After a tea break, there were Volunteer workshops, I went to
one on Area Support, I just got the idea of how diverse they
were, it was difficult to decide how we all function and what
are we supposed to do. There was not enough time to discuss
much as the results of votes came in and the bar opened, it
was time for dinner. At dinner, we were entertained by the Flint
male voice Choir, followed by a presentation of awards and a
speech by Stewart Maconie who has agreed to be our
president for another year.

Next day there was a morning walk for half hour before
breakfast then at 9.00 we started the discussions on the
motions, there were not many of them.

No 1 wanted more staff to liaise with regional governments
but this failed to get backing as it was considered that there
was already enough staff doing this.

No 2 wanted the LAs to be nagged to meet their obligations
on PRoWs; this was carried.

No 3 wanted groups and areas to promote the Donate a Gate
scheme, this was carried

No 3 wanted to get roadside signage for footpaths
promoted, this was carried, as they are lacking in many areas

No 4 wanted a voluntary question on membership forms
asking people to outline useful skills, it was not carried, as too
much info is not always useable.

Finally, there were the closing remarks, speeches by Kate,
Des and Van; everyone is now on first name terms. After an
afternoon walk, it was time to go home.

Nothing contentious came up and everything went well, it is
nice to meet people from other areas but I have seen a lot of
these faces before, it would be nice to see new ones both from
our Area and other Areas.

Maggie Hems
Area General Secretary

From Maggie Hems, Area Secretary - General Council 2018 held at Bangor University 7th& 8th April



Once again Mike and Jenny Stelfox
organised a really enjoyable May four day
walking break, this time in South Shropshire.
A group of 21 Cestrian Ramblers took up
residence in the Raven Hotel, in the centre of
the historic and scenic town of Much
Wenlock. The establishment is superbly run
by the owner Kirk Heywood and his very
helpful team which included his excellent
young Chef Jani.

The town of Much Wenlock is thought to
have evolved from an early settlement
during Roman times, for which there is some
archaeological evidence. The Priory ruins are
an interesting landmark, originally a double
Monastery dating back to 685 AD. This
historic town proved an excellent base for
our groups walks over the 4 days.

The walking routes took into account the
variety of abilities within our group, such
that distances and degree of difficulty were
brilliantly managed to suit everyone. The

beautiful Shropshire countryside provided
an excellent backdrop to our walks which in
distance ranged between 5 and 12 miles.
The springtime wildflowers were showing
beautifully - the many yellows of Lesser
Celandine, Gorse, Broom, Forsythia,
Dandelions and Buttercup were all on
display. In the woodland, Wood Anemone,
Wood Sorrel, Bluebells and the lovely aroma
of Wild Garlic and its beautiful white flowers.

For those taking a break from the walking
on some of the days, there is plenty of
places of interest to visit. In the town itself is
an excellent Visitor Information Centre &
Museum. From this starting point a
fascinating tour of the town was available to
be booked and the very knowledgeable
Suzanne Boulos gave an entertaining and
often amusing presentation with a deeper
insight into the towns history. The town is
also famous for its Olympian Trail which was
originally established by William Penny

Brookes in 1851. There are now 18 brass
commemorative circular ground plaques,
which are placed along the trail throughout
the town.

Also close by is the National Trusts -
Dudmaston House & Gardens which was
visited by three of our lady members. The
Ironbridge Heritage park is also only 5 miles
away and proved very popular for others on
their respective easier rest days. On such a
visit to Ironbridge, we had views of a
Spotted Flycatcher feeding above the River
Severn there.

All of our group had a wonderful 4 days
and especially as Mike & Jenny had
arranged fabulous weather for the whole
break. The walks that they also planned
worked out very well and the group really
enjoyed the countryside of Shropshire,
surrounding Much Wenlock.

Neil Lewis

Cestrian (Chester) Group - Spring Break to Much Wenlock

The Area has got along pretty well this year so far. Across the Groups we
have had walking festivals which invited people on walks, to help them to
see what the Ramblers can offer; the Liverpool Group have had 2 walking
festivals, they started the year with the Festival of Winter walks which
showcased how good our area is for short walks getting people out using
the many footpaths we have around us. Whilst we did not get many new
members it certainly gave people from other groups a chance to join with
others in the Area for walks in different places. The Liverpool Group also
did another festival of spring walks, giving it the name of Walk About by
the Ramblers. Thanks go to all those leaders who led the walks and
liaised with the public. The Wirral and the Cestrian Groups joined in with
the Wirral May Walking Festival which has been going for a few years
now, people were offered walks nearly every day along the excellent
footpaths on the Wirral. They were led by our members.

Each unto our own, all of the groups still have regular trips out for day
walks and weekends to visit other areas and check out their footpath
systems. We are lucky to have people to lead and organise these also.
Then there is also the Public Rambles Committee who take out members
of the public on coach trips once every three weeks to give them a good
cheap day out with plenty of exercise and enjoyment in other areas. I
even led one of those in April and contrary to my very muddy recce, I had
a lovely day; it turned out well, we had a pleasant walk along the Leeds-
Liverpool Canal, then climbed a hill, Sharp Haw, then there was time to
look around Skipton before returning home on the coaches. 

Even people who do not always come out with the groups have
enjoyed a variety of walks, from the very short pub walks for a meal with

friends to taking a small group to go on a Ramblers Holiday or perhaps an
even a more challenging walk. Some of us did a challenge walk across
Scotland, camping and B&Bing along the route. The Scottish walk was
excellent this year as there was no rain and the sun shone nearly all the
time!! The views were stunning.

The Area Committee keeps an eye on what the groups are doing and
acts as a go between for the Ramblers in Head Office and the Groups. We
meet about 4 times a year and report on what is going on both with
groups and from the Central Office. We do need new people on this
Committee to keep an eye on what is going on and if necessary represent
us at the Ramblers General Council. In particular, we need a new Chair as
Gordon Bell now wishes to step down. He has kept us under control for
the past 4 years and now he wants to retire! Even at General Council,
there were a lot of older members who had been going for a long time; it
is time for some younger people to take over and put their views forward
on the running of our organisation. It is nice to see some younger people
getting interested in the Ramblers, it is now their organisation but unless
we maintain our presence as a lobbying organisation we could easily lose
our rights to roam in our countryside.

Please try to help! A lot of people or organisations with money think
that they can buy the land and exclude us from our pathways, we need to
be vigilant. If we spread the load and everyone does a little, then no job
should become too arduous. We all love to go walking, I should hate to
lose my rights of access to the countryside. We have some excellent
walking around here, let’s keep it that way. 

Maggie Hems

Secretary’s Area Report June 2018

Situated at 1100ft up a hill in picturesque and peaceful Welsh countryside, the RA has a self catering Chalet which provides a welcome and quiet
retreat, ideally situated for walking holidays either locally or further afield.

The Chalet is equipped with all the essential facilties for up to 16 people in two dormitories, and is within easy driving distance of local amenities and
shopping centres, a perfect location for outdoor activities touring or simply staying put and relaxing. It can be booked by any member of the RA who then
arranges their own party. family etc or they can just go by themselves. For more information ring R Fletcher on 0151 53 8427 (before 9pm).

Rodney Fletcher

The Chalet 



Southport Ramblers has continued to walk twice a month and to travel to the start of walks by coach. Numbers vary but give no great worry. Our
programme of weekends away has also been a great success. In early Spring we travelled to Ripon and our Autumn weekend will be to the Isle of
Man. Several of us are taking the opportunity to spend an additional few days there in view of the longer journey.

Our social programme has included bi-annual dinners and a visit to the pantomime. Eleven of us enjoyed a Ramblers International holiday in Mallorca
this May.

We are getting on with the work made necessary by GDPR.
Pam Ashton

Liverpool Group
Our Group has been shocked and deeply
saddened by the recent sudden death from
viral pneumonia of Matt Glover. Matt was a
very popular member of our Group and
greatly respected as a brilliant walk leader.
He led us on challenging A walks and also
led walking holidays abroad. He is missed
and remembered by all.

Cath Glover asks me to thank all the
Liverpool Ramblers for their cards and for
attending Matt’s funeral. She has
appreciated their kindness.

All activities run by our Group continue to
be successful and well supported – the
Sunday and Tuesday rambles, the Thursday
evening club night and the recreational

programme of strolls, meals and cultural
visits. Something for everyone all of the
time. We have also run our Winter and
Spring Walking Festivals again in 2018
following the dates set by Ramblers HQ.
Though well attended we see that we are
reaching regular walkers from our own and
other clubs but few new walkers.
Nevertheless we will continue to offer these
two festivals as they are so appreciated by
all who take part and we may just gradually
draw in some new recruits to the pleasures
and benefits of walking.

Our Group’s successes nevertheless leave
us in need of more people to take over
organising roles. This is proving a bit of a

worry for the future. But we have managed
to get some new walk leaders and had our
own in house training day for them which
was really useful and well received.
However we still need more walk leaders to
come forward and hope they will.

This year we are having our third day trip
for a bit of urban walking. Leeds Ramblers
have kindly agreed to host us in their city in
July and take us on a variety of walks there.
Members of other Groups in our Area are
always welcome to join us on these trips
and some do.

Pat Sullivan

Southport Group 

The Young Walkers
It's been a good few months for Merseyside Young Walkers. Our programme of walks has been varied and has included some popular walks
around local sights. One of our walks took in the St Helens Dream sculpture (the head sculpture visible from the M62) and another time we went
to Hilbre Island at low tide - for some of our members it was their first visit. We've also had quite a few walks in Wales. We held a residential trip
to St Davids in a bunk house we've visited before - it's a beautiful part of the world. We're also planning a weekend in Snowdonia this autumn. 

The committee organised a survey of our members this year. We use this to shape and improve our offering and how we promote ourselves.
For instance, 63% of members surveyed found us through a search engine, which shows how crucial our web presence is. 8-10 miles is the most
common walk length preference, and 92% are satisfied with the range of walk locations on offer Many thanks to all our members for their support
and involvement this year.

Ellie Farnworth

I am sitting here in the garden underneath a sunshade writing about our
group’s last and forthcoming Christmas parties. How can I begin to think
about Christmas in this heat, I ask myself? Last year’s visit to the Paradise
Rooms, Blackpool was our second to the same venue. We had enjoyed
ourselves so much the previous year we were going to make a return visit.

We arrived at our usual departure point one freezing morning early in
December. Climbing aboard the specially designated coach some of the
women were greeted from those already on board with cries of “Oh, look
you have got legs!” ( legs usually hidden by walking trousers,
overtrousers, gaiters etc.) We took our seats shivering all the while.

Greeting us at the Paradise Rooms was a hot drink and a warm
welcome from the Master of Ceremonies and the staff. Finding our
reserved tables we quickly sat down, perused the drinks menu, exchanged
Christmas cards, pulled the crackers and generally ”got in the mood”.

The three course festive lunch soon arrived and was served with
military precision by the attentive waiting staff. When we were all replete
we settled down to the entertainment which consisted of a trio of
singers/comediennes and comedy sketches etc. and of course the disco
where we could stretch our legs and attempt to dance off the excess
calories. There was a raffle which we welcomed as we were hoping to
repeat the success of the previous year when one of our group won a short
holiday courtesy of a local coach holiday company.

Eventually the afternoon drew to a close and it was time to return
home. Reluctantly we boarded the coach promising ourselves we would
do it all again next year. And so we are!

(Special thanks to Jackie , our organiser) 
Christine Bond

St Helens Group



Wirral Group
What a wonderful country we live in. One week walking along
footpaths ankle deep (and worse!) in mud, the next, sweltering in
record temperatures and searching in your rucksack for the factor 50.

No matter what the weather, Wirral Ramblers have experienced a
period of positive activity. Sunday coach numbers have been good,
and our midweek walks continue to be very popular. 

We introduced a new Liverpool pickup point for our northerly trips
on Sundays (Old Roan or The Rocket depending on the route) and, of
course, all members of Ramblers are welcome. Please see our website
www.wirralramblers.org.uk for bookings.

For a short while we didn’t have a Sunday coach. Our contracted
coach supplier, Cass Coaches, ceased trading abruptly at the end of
March. Such an occurrence could have you reaching for the panic
button but instead it brought out the best characteristics of the club.
Members rallied together, organising ad hoc walks while the
committee searched for a new coach supplier. Fortunately, we were
able to arrange short term cover through P&O Lloyd Coaches which,
happily, was converted into a longer-term contract. Thanks to some
sterling efforts we only lost three programmed outings. 

Our evening walks recommenced at the end of April, just in time to
be included in the Wirral Walking Festival during May. This event has
become a fixture in the calendar and it is great to be involved. The
numbers for our walks are usually swollen by non-members to whom
we can show off the club and, hopefully, encourage to join or, at the
very least, continue walking.

Back in October, volunteers from our Group completed the first
‘Adopt a Footpath’ exercise whereby all the Public Footpaths on Wirral
were walked and inspected with the results recorded, collated and
passed on to Wirral’s Footpath Officer for consideration. We hope to
repeat this exercise annually as a contribution to keeping our local
footpaths in good order.

On the social side, I am pleased to report that the move to holding
our clubroom meetings fortnightly has to date been successful with

attendances picking up. We have had a lot of members delivering
talks, quizzes, cookery demonstrations and much more. Their
involvement and virtuosity helped save on speakers’ fees and they
have been very entertaining.

Our outdoor social activities continue to throw up diverse
opportunities. We have had canal boat trips, guided walks in
Liverpool, a barbecue, a weekend in Snowdonia, a visit to ‘Breakout’
in Sir Thomas Street, Liverpool, orienteering and bowling, to name just
a few of the events – I am feeling exhausted just typing them out!

Many thanks to our Social Secretary II for her inventiveness.
On occasion, charities benefit from our social activities. Claire

House, The Christmas Box Appeal, Macmillan Cancer Research and
Epilepsy Action are some of the organisations that members have
contributed to.

In conclusion, and because this is the final time I will be
contributing to the Area News or Report (I will be standing down as
Chair at our next AGM), I would like to thank all the various members
of Wirral Ramblers who have been a part of its committee during the
past three years. I have been extremely lucky with the calibre of
people that filled the posts. Without them I would have been lost at
times and club members should, very much, appreciate their efforts.

I have enjoyed my time as Chair but feel that three years is
probably enough for one person to try and add momentum/ideas etc.
Fresh impetus is usually beneficial. 

Being Chair has involved meeting more of our members, dealing
with their concerns and, at times, their unforeseen characteristics. All
have the welfare of the Group at heart although ideas may differ. This
is a good thing when trying to make balanced decisions for the club.

It has been an enjoyable experience; sometimes exasperating I
admit, but one that I am more than pleased to have fulfilled. Thanks
to all who helped me and thanks for the privilege.

Gordon Clarke 
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The Area’s public rambles continue to attract new people from all over Merseyside wanting to explore the countryside on led walks. We offer coach pick up
points both in the Wirral and various Liverpool locations for all our rambles.

Since March, when the public rambles resumed after the winter break, 23 new people have joined a public coach ramble.

It’s interesting to see walkers move on to join local Group walks and take up Ramblers’ membership, giving them an even greater variety of walk options. 

We continue to make small surpluses on our trips. Members will know that the Area Committee uses these accumulated surpluses to improve the footpath
networks in Merseyside, the most recent being the Ron Gordon Way in Town Green, which had its official opening in February.

This year, the public rambles have changed from 5 to 4 led walks to reduce the burden on leaders. We have also reduced the height & distances of the top two
walk grades, which has increased the number of walkers joining these two parties.

We continue to offer two low grade walks of between 6-7 miles with as little ascent as possible. This provides two enjoyable walk options for new walkers,
who want to test their walk abilities for the first time, or for long-standing ramblers, whose fitness & agility starts to wane as they get older.

Our website is now up and running for more information or Members can contact the phone number in the circulated 2018 Public Rambles programme.

Ingrid Donakey
Public Rambles Secretary

www.publicrambles.org.uk


